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at the beginning of every term a programme has appeared , thus
began a nxnement which was to spread far and -wide

" Musical Appreciation, of course, has nothing to do with
plajing the piano It used to be thought that ' learning muMC '
must mean this, and it was supposed that children who had no
talent for playing were unmusical and would not like concerts
But Musical Appreciation had no more to do with playing an
instrument than acting had to do with an appreciation of Shakes-
peare, or painting witn enjoyment of pictures I think that all
children should take Musical Appreciation and not only the
musical OLcS, for it has been pro\ed that only three per cent of
children are what is called ' tone-deaf', and if they are
taken at an early age it is astonishing how children who appear
to be without ear, develop it and are able to enjoy listening to
music with imderstanding "

SECTION III

THE KNOWLEDGE OP THE UNIVERSE
(a) SCIENCE1

HUXLEY'S axiom that science teaching in the schools
should be of the nature of t common information' is of
use in defining our limitations in regard to the teaching
of science. We find another limitation in the fact that
children's minds are not in need of the mental gymnastics
that such teaching is supposed to afford They are
entirely alert and eager to know Books dealing with
science as with history, say, should be of a literary
character, and we should probably be more scientific
as a people if we scrapped all the text-books which swell
publishers' lists and nearly all the chalk expended so
freely on our blackboards The French mind has appre-
ciated the fact that the approach to science as to other
subjects should be more or less literary, that the prin-
ciples which underlie science are at the same time so

^Specimens of the children's Examination work can be seen at
the PNEU. Office.